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 AUDIT TABLE 
Proposal Implementation Monitoring Section 
PROJECT: Tropicana Gold Project, Shire of Menzies, Shire of Laverton and The City of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder

 

  Page 1 of 8 

Note: 
• Phases that apply in this table = Pre-Construction, Construction, Operation, Decommissioning, Overall (several phases) 
• This audit table is a summary and timetable of conditions and commitments applying to this project. Refer to the Minister’s Statement for full detail/precise wording of individual elements. 
• Code prefixes: M = Minister’s condition;  P = Proponent’s commitment;  A =  Audit specification; N = Procedure. 
• Any elements with status = “Audited by proponent only” are legally binding but are not required to be addressed specifically in compliance reports, if complied with. 
• Acronyms list:- Minister for the Environment - Min for Env; Chief Executive Officer – CEO of the OEPA; Department of Environment – DoE (now DEC – Dept of Environment and Conservation); Evaluation Division - Part IV; Pollution Prevention Division - Part V; Waste 

Management Division - WMD; Department of Conservation and Land Management - CALM; Department of Minerals and Energy - DME; Environmental Protection Authority - EPA; Health Department of WA - HDWA; Water and Rivers Commission - WRC; Bush Fires Board - BFB. 
 
 

 
Audit 
Code 

 
Subject 

 
Action 

 
How Evidence Satisfy Advice Phase 

 
When 

 
Status-2013 Comment 

839:M1.1 
 

Proposal 
Implementati
on 

The proponent shall implement the proposal as assessed by 
the Environmental Protection Authority and described in 
Schedule 1 of this statement subject to the condition and 
procedures of this statement. 

As per Schedule 1, Statement 
839 

Compliance Report Min for Env  Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Activities undertaken during the reporting 
period were compliant with Schedule 1 of 
the Ministerial Statement.  This CAR 
demonstrates that compliance.  

839:M2.1 
 

Proponent 
Nomination 
and Contact 
Details 

The proponent for the time being nominated by the Minister 
for Environment under sections 38(6) or 38(7) of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 is responsible for the 
implementation of the proposal. 
 

Notify in writing a letter that 
provides details of the name 
and address of the new 
proponent 
 

Letter applying for a transfer of 
proponent and a copy of the 
Statement endorsed by  the 
proposed replacement 
proponent  

Min for Env   Overall On going Not required at 
this stage 

The nominated proponents for the Project 
did not change during the reporting period.

839:M2.2 
 

Proponent 
Nomination 
and Contact 
Details 

The proponent shall notify the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority of any 
change of the name and address of the proponent for the 
serving of notices or other correspondence within 30 days of 
such change 

Notify in writing a letter that 
provides details of the name 
and address of the new 
proponent 
 
 

  CEO  Overall Within 30 days of 
such change 

Not required at 
this stage 

There was no change to the contact name 
and or address of the nominated 
Proponent during the reporting period 

839:M3.1 
 

Time Limit of 
Authorisation 

The authorisation to implement the proposal provided for in 
this statement shall lapse and be void five years after the 
date of this statement if the proposal to which this statement 
relates is not substantially commenced 
 

Notify in Writing Letter of notification  CEO  Overall Before the 23 
September 2015 

Compliant Ministerial Statement No. 839 was issued 
on the 24 September 2010.  The project 
commenced construction within 12-month 
of the issue of the approval.  Written 
notification was submitted to the Office of 
the EPA 12th March 2011 advising of the 
proposed commencement of works. 
Construction activities were completed 
during 2013 and commissioning 
commenced.   

839:M3.2 
 

Time Limit of 
Authorisation 

The proponent shall provide the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority with 
written evidence which demonstrates that the proposal has 
substantially commenced on or before the expiration of five 
years from the date of this statement 

Notify in Writing Letter of notification. CEO  Overall Before the 23 
September 2015 

Compliant during 
reporting period 

Written notification was submitted to the 
Office of the EPA 12 March advising of the 
proposed commencement of works 

839:M4.1 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall prepare and maintain a compliance 
assessment plan to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

Correspondence with the 
OEPA 
 
Preparation of a Compliance 
Assessment Plan and an audit 
table in compliance with the 
requirements of the OEPA. 

Approved Compliance 
Assessment Plan (CAP).  A 
completed and approved Audit 
Table (this document). 
 
Compliance Report 

CEO  Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Compliance Assessment Plan prepared 
and submitted 13 Dec 2010. No updates 
have been made as the project is only in 
its third year of operation. 
Correspondence from General Manager 
OEPA on 14 February 2011 indicates 
OEPA is satisfied that the CAP addresses 
Condition M4.1 

839:M4.2 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall submit to the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority, the 
compliance assessment plan required by condition 4-1 at 
least 6 months prior to the first compliance report required by 
condition 4-6, or prior to ground disturbing activity, whichever 
is sooner. The compliance assessment plan shall indicate: 1. 
the frequency of compliance reporting; 2. the approach and 
timing of compliance assessments; 3. the retention of 
compliance assessments; 4. the method of reporting of 
potential non-compliances and corrective actions taken; 5. 
the table of contents of compliance reports; and 6. public 
availability of compliance reports. 

The compliance assessment 
plan shall indicate: 1. the 
frequency of compliance 
reporting; 2. the approach and 
timing of compliance 
assessments; 3. the retention 
of compliance assessments; 4. 
reporting of potential non-
compliances and corrective 
actions taken; 5. the table of 
contents of compliance 
reports; and 6. public 
availability of compliance 
reports. 

Approved Compliance 
Assessment Plan  
 
Correspondence with OEPA 

CEO  Pre-
constructi
on 

By 24 June 2011 
or prior to ground 
disturbing 
activities, 
whichever is 
sooner. 

Completed Compliance Assessment Plan prepared 
and submitted 13 Dec 2010. No updates 
have been made as the project is only in 
its third year of operation. 
The Compliance Assessment Plan 
covered the topics required by this 
condition. 
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When 

 
Status-2013 Comment 

839:M4.3 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall assess compliance with conditions in 
accordance with the compliance assessment plan required 
by condition 4-1. 

As specified in CAP Overview provided in 
Compliance Report 

Min for Env  Overall Compliance 
Report – Annually 
by 24 December 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Current assessment report as per CAP. 

839:M4.4 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall retain reports of all compliance 
assessments described in the compliance assessment plan 
required by condition 4-1 and shall make those reports 
available when requested by the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

Records and reports will be 
maintained in accordance with 
the Proponent’s document 
management system 
requirements so that they can 
be retrieved if requested. 

Availability at the request of 
the CEO 

CEO  Overall When requested 
by the CEO 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

The CAP was submitted to the OEPA on 
13th December 2010 and was approved by 
the OEPA on 14th February 2011.  A CAR 
has been in December 2011and 2012.  
This 2013 CAR has also been submitted 
by 24th December as required.  

839:M4.5 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall advise the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority of any 
potential non-compliance within seven days of that non-
compliance being known 

Notify in writing  Correspondence to CEO of 
OEPA 

CEO  Overall Within 7 days of 
non-compliance 
being known 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

No non-compliances, which were required 
to be reported to the OEPA in accordance 
with Condition 4.5 were observed during 
the reporting period. 

839:M4.6 
 

Compliance 
Reporting 

The proponent shall submit to the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority the first 
compliance assessment report fifteen months from the date 
of issue of this Statement addressing the twelve month 
period  from the date of issue of this Statement and then 
annually from the date of submission of the first compliance 
assessment report. The compliance assessment report shall: 
1. be endorsed by the proponent’s Chief Executive Officer or 
a person delegated to sign on the Chief Executive Officer’s 
behalf; 2. include a statement as to whether the proponent 
has complied with the conditions; 3. identify all potential non-
compliances and describe corrective and preventative 
actions taken; 4. be made publicly available in accordance 
with the approved compliance assessment plan; and 5. 
indicate any proposed changes to the compliance 
assessment plan required by condition 4-1. 

In accordance with CAP 1. Endorsement in 
Compliance Report. 

2. Compliance Report. 
3. Uploaded on to 

proponent’s website and 
copies sent to DEC Library 
and PIMB (OEPA). 

 
 

CEO  Overall The First CAR 
submitted due by 
24 December 
2011. 
 
Then annually by 
24 December 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

This report is the third annual compliance 
assessment report prepared in accordance 
with the compliance assessment plan 
which is due to be submitted by 24th 
December 2013.   

839:M5.1 
 

Flora and 
Vegetation 

The proponent shall ensure that there is no loss of plants of 
Declared Rare Flora species due to construction or 
operational activities unless otherwise approved. 

Implementation and internal 
audit of DRF management 
strategies in Section 13 of the 
Threatened Species and 
Community Management 
Strategy (TS&CMS). 
 
Implementation and internal 
audit of Environmental 
Monitoring Strategy 
 
Application for Licence to Take 
DRF (Regulation 17) where  
applicable 
 

Species location records, 
design/location records and 
any incident reports/logs in 
monitoring report and 
summary in Compliance 
Report 
 
Approvals for license to take 
DRF 
 

Min for Env  Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Permit to clear procedures requires that all 
clearing permit clearly identify “No Go” 
area which incorporate DRF species and 
proposed clearing areas are inspected by 
Environmental professionals prior to 
clearing.  Clearing permits are only signed 
off once a review has been completed 
against known DRF locations. 

839:M5.2 
 

Flora and 
Vegetation 

The proponent shall undertake monitoring of the condition 
and abundance of vegetation and flora at reference and 
potential impact sites in accordance with the “Tropicana Gold 
Project Environmental Monitoring Strategy,  
Version: 1.0, Author: B Bastow, Issue Date: 18 February 
2010” or subsequent revisions approved by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority. This monitoring is to be carried out to 
the requirements of the Chief Executive Officer of the Office 
of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the 
Department of Environment and Conservation 

Implementation and internal 
audit of Environmental 
Monitoring Strategy 
 
Correspondence with OEPA  
(revisions) and DEC 

Monitoring report included in 
Project Annual Environmental 
Report (AER) and summary in 
Compliance Report. 
 
Monitoring Records 
Maps and Photos 
 
Correspondence with OEPA 
(revisions) and DEC 

CEO DEC Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

The annual vegetation monitoring project 
was conducted during 2013 and the report 
will be provided to the DEC through the 
annual environmental reporting process 
due in January 2014.  A brief overview of 
the report’s findings is provided in the 
2013 CAR.  
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Status-2013 Comment 

839:M5.3 
 

Flora and 
Vegetation 

Should the potential impact sites show a 25 per cent (or 
greater) decline in cover or productivity as compared to the 
reference sites, the proponent shall provide a report to the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority within 21 days of the decline being 
identified which 1). describes the decline; 2). provides 
information which allows determination of the likely root 
cause of the decline; and 3). if likely to be caused by 
activities undertaken in implementing the proposal, states the 
actions and associated timelines proposed to remediate the 
decline. 

Internal audit of monitoring 
records and analysis of 
monitoring data 
 
Notify in writing 

Monitoring Records 
 
Report outlining decline, 
potential causes and 
corrective actions taken 
 
Report to CEO of OEPA 

CEO  Overall Within 21 days of 
the decline being 
identified 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

The annual vegetation monitoring was 
conducted during September 2013 and no 
deterioration in vegetation condition 
associated with the project activities was 
noted.  A number of locations had 
however been affected by fire and 
changes in condition due to annual rainfall 
fluctuation were noted.  A brief overview of 
the report’s findings is provided in the 
2013 CAR. 

839:M5.4 
 

Flora and 
Vegetation 

The proponent shall, on approval of the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection 
Authority, implement the actions identified in 5-3 (3) and  
continue to implement such actions until the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 
determines that the remedial actions may cease. 

Implement the actions 
identified in 5-3 (3) 

Correspondence with the 
OEPA 

CEO  Overall On approval of the 
CEO 

Not required at 
this stage 

No decline in condition was noted and no 
remedial actions were required.   

839:M5.5 
 

Flora and 
Vegetation 

The proponent shall make the Environmental Monitoring 
Strategy referred to in 5-2 publically available in a manner 
approved by the Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the 
Environmental Protection Authority 

1. In accordance with Proposal 
Implementation Monitoring 
Section – Fact Sheet 1 – Draft 
- Making Documents Publicly 
Available, unless otherwise 
instructed by the CEO; 2. 
Adherence to a condition in a 
Statement requiring public 
availability of documents must 
occur within 14 days of 
submission of the documents 
to the CEO; and 3. 14 days 
from the date of making 
documents publicly available, 
proponents shall provide 
evidence to the CEO to 
confirm that advertising or 
lodgement on website has 
been completed. 

Document available on 
website (and letter to CEO to 
confirm) 
 
Copy of Document to DEC 
Library and PIMB (OEPA) 

CEO  Overall Ongoing and 
within 14 days of 
submission and 
approval of any 
revisions 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

The Environmental Monitoring strategy is 
available on the Tropicana JV website 
(www.tropicanajv.com.au/sustainability)  
and released with the Tropicana Gold 
Project Response to submission 
document.  No changes to that document 
have been made during the reporting 
period.   

839:M6.1 
 

Threatened 
Species 

The proponent shall implement the “Tropicana Gold Project 
Threatened Species and Communities Management 
Strategy, Version 2.0, Author: B Bastow, Issue Date: July 
2009”, or subsequent revisions approved by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority.   
 
The objective of this strategy is to minimise adverse impacts 
to conservation significant species and communities. 

Implementation and internal 
audit of DRF management 
strategies in Section 13 of the 
Threatened Species and 
Community Management 
Strategy (TS&CMS). 
 
Internal Audit 
 
Correspondence with OEPA 
(revisions) 

Monitoring report included in 
Project Annual Environmental 
Report (AER) and summary in 
Compliance Report. 
 
Electronic Species location 
records 
 
Design/location records 
 
Site inductions 
 
Maps and Photos 

 

CEO  Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Permit to clear procedures requires that all 
clearing permits clearly identify “No Go” 
and minimize impact areas determined 
during the EIA process.  All proposed 
clearing areas are inspected by 
Environmental professionals prior to 
clearing.  Clearing permits are only signed 
off once a review has been completed 
against known threatened species location 
assessed within the project GIS.  
Threatened species information has been 
included in inductions and education 
material developed for distribution to all 
workers.  No new locations of threatened 
species were identified during the 
reporting period.   

839:M6.2 
 

Threatened 
Species 

The proponent shall review and revise the Tropicana Gold 
Project Threatened Species and Communities Management 
Strategy referred to in 6-1, in consultation with the 
Department of Environment and Conservation, every three 
years to ensure that the mitigation and management 
techniques remain valid and incorporate any relevant new 
research. 

Formal review by specialist 
advisers and DEC 

Correspondence with DEC 
 
Revised Strategy 
 
Research records 

Min for Env DEC Overall Review and revise 
every 3 years with 
the first review 
due 24 
September 2013.  
 

Not compliant 
during the 
reporting period 

A review of the Tropicana Gold Project 
Threatened Species and Communities 
Management Strategy will be undertaken 
during 2014 in conjunction with the DER.  
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839:M6.3 
 

Threatened 
Species 

The proponent shall make the Tropicana Gold Project 
Threatened Species and Communities Management Strategy 
referred to in 6-1 publically available in a manner approved 
by the Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the 
Environmental Protection Authority. 

1. In accordance with Proposal 
Implementation Monitoring 
Section – Fact Sheet 1 – Draft 
- Making Documents Publicly 
Available, unless otherwise 
instructed by the CEO; 2. 
Adherence to a condition in a 
Statement requiring public 
availability of documents must 
occur within 14 days of 
submission of the documents 
to the CEO; and 3. 14 days 
from the date of making 
documents publicly available, 
proponents shall provide 
evidence to the CEO to 
confirm that advertising or 
lodgement on website has 
been completed.  

Document available on 
website (and letter to CEO to 
confirm) 
 
Copy of Document to DEC 
Library and PIMB (OEPA) 

CEO  Overall Ongoing and 
within 14 days of 
submission and 
approval of 
revision 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period  

The Threatened Species and Communities 
Management Strategy is available on the 
Tropicana JV website 
(www.tropicanajv.com.au/sustainability) 
and released with the Tropicana Gold 
Project EIA document. 

839:M7.1 
 

Trapped 
Fauna 

The proponent shall ensure that open trenches associated 
with construction of the water pipeline and the 
communications link are cleared of trapped fauna by fauna-
rescue personnel at least twice daily.  Details of all fauna 
recovered shall be recorded. The first daily clearing shall 
take place no later than three hours after sunrise and shall 
be repeated between the hours of 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm. The 
open trenches shall also be cleared, and fauna details 
recorded, by fauna-rescue personnel no more than one hour 
prior to backfilling of trenches.  
 
Note: “fauna-rescue personnel” means employees of the 
proponent whose responsibility it is to walk the open trench 
to recover and record fauna found within the trench. 

Internal audit of trench 
inspection records and 
procedures 

Trench Inspection Fauna 
Report 
 
Trench inspection records 
 
Backfilling records 
 
Fauna removal and relocation 
records 
 
Fauna injury/mortality records 
 
Correspondence with the DEC 

Min for Env  Construct
ion 

Duration of 
pipeline 
construction 
 
Trench inspection 
fauna report will 
be submitted no 
later than 21 day 
from the cessation 
of construction 
 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period  

A fauna inspection report to meet this 
ministerial condition was submitted to the 
OEPA in June 2013 following the 
completion of the pipeline construction.    

839:M7.2 
 

Trapped 
Fauna 

The fauna-rescue personnel shall be trained in the following, 
through a program that meets the requirements of the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority: 1. fauna identification, capture and 
handling (including venomous snakes); 2. identification of 
tracks, scats, burrows and nests of conservation-significant 
species; 3. fauna vouchering (of deceased animals); 4. 
assessing injured fauna for suitability for release, 
rehabilitation or euthanasia; 5. familiarity with the ecology of 
the species which may be encountered in order to be able to 
appropriately translocate fauna encountered; and 6. 
performing euthanasia. 

Training program approved by 
CEO of OEPA 
 
Internal audit of training 
records 

Training Program records 
 
Correspondence with the 
OEPA 

CEO  Construct
ion 

Program 
approved prior to 
the 
commencement of 
pipeline 
construction 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

A training program was developed in 
conjunction with Polytech West and was 
submitted to the OEPA on 6th February 
2012.  The training program has been 
rolled out to 27 people to date involved in 
the trench inspections along the Pinjin 
corridor, borefield pipeline and pipeline 
trenches within the mining area.   

839:M7.3 
 

Trapped 
Fauna 

Open trench lengths shall not exceed a length capable of 
being inspected and cleared by the fauna-clearing personnel 
within the required times as set out in condition 7-1. 

Internal audit of inspection 
records  
 
Appropriate planning of 
pipeline construction 

Trench Inspection Fauna 
Report 
 
Trench inspection records 
 

Min for Env  Construct
ion 

During pipeline 
construction 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Construction of the 50km borefield pipeline 
was completed during the reporting period 
and a fauna inspection report was 
developed and submitted as required by 
Condition M7.1.   

839:M7.4 
 

Trapped 
Fauna 

Ramps providing egress points and/or fauna refuges 
providing suitable shelter from the sun and predators for 
trapped fauna are to be placed in the trench at intervals not 
exceeding 50 meters. 
 
 

Internal audit of inspection 
records and design drawings 
 
 
 

Trench Inspection Fauna 
Report 
 
Trench inspection records 
 
Backfilling records 
Photographs 

Min for Env  Construct
ion  

During pipeline 
construction 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

The requirement to install ramps at 
approximately 50m intervals along pipeline 
trenches has been included into the 
Construction Environmental Management 
Plan and Management Strategy and has 
been implemented during pipeline trench 
construction.  Installation of the fauna 
egress ramps are checked during the 
fauna trench inspections.   
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Details were included in the fauna 
inspection report submitted to OEPA in 
June 2013.   

839:M7.5 
 

Trapped 
Fauna 

The proponent shall produce a report on fauna management 
within the water pipeline lateral easement and 
communication corridor at the completion of pipeline and 
communication link construction.  The report shall include the 
following: 1. details of all fauna inspections; 2. the number of 
fauna cleared from trenches; 3. fauna mortalities; and 4. all 
actions taken. The report shall be provided to the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority no later than 21 days after the 
completion of pipeline installation, and shall be made publicly 
available in a manner approved by the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

1. As per PIMB fact sheet 1 
Making documents publicly 
available. 
Preparation of report as per 
criteria following finalisation of 
pipeline installation and submit 
to OEPA within 21 days. 
 
Report published in a manner 
approved by CEO of OEPA 
 
 

Trench Inspection Fauna 
Report  
 
Document available on 
website (and letter to CEO to 
confirm) 
 
Copy of Document to DEC 
Library and PIMB (OEPA) 

CEO  Overall Trench inspection 
fauna report will 
be submitted  
no later than 21 
days after the 
completion of 
pipeline 
installation 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Construction of the 50km borefield pipeline 
was completed during the reporting period 
and a fauna inspection report was 
developed and submitted as required by 
Condition M7.1.   

839:M8.1 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall ensure that run-off and/or seepage from 
the tailings storage facility and waste material landforms 
does not impact the quality of surface water or groundwater 
within or adjacent to the proposal area to exceed the trigger 
values for a slightly to moderately disturbed ecosystem 
provided for in Table 3.4.2 of Chapter 3 of the Australian and 
New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council and 
Agriculture and Resource Management Council of Australia 
and New Zealand 2000, Australian Water Quality Guidelines 
for Fresh and Marine Waters and its updates, taking into 
consideration natural background water quality 

Internal audit of water 
monitoring results against 
table 3.4.2 of Chapter 3 of 
Australian Water Quality 
Guidelines for Fresh and 
Marine Waters (2000) as 
updated 
 

Monitoring Report included in 
Project AER and summary 
included as part of the 
Compliance Report 

Min for Env  Overall Ongoing Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

During the reporting period, four monitor-
ing bores were installed on the western 
side of the operational footprint to monitor 
for potential changes in groundwater as-
sociated with the waste landform, mineral-
ised waste stockpile and the TSF.  Work 
also commenced on planning for addition-
al monitoring bores around the final waste 
landform footprints on the north and east-
ern sides of the operation.   

Background monitoring from these bores 
has been undertaken during 2013.  Dis-
charge of tails into the TSF only com-
menced in September 2013.   

839:M8.2 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall monitor the quality of surface water and 
groundwater upstream and downstream of the tailings 
storage facility and waste material landforms to ensure that 
the requirements of condition 8-1 are met. This monitoring is 
to be carried out using methods consistent with Australian 
and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council 
and Agriculture and Resource Management Council of 
Australia and New Zealand 2000, Australian Guidelines for 
Water Quality Monitoring and Reporting (and its updates) 
and to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority. 

Implementation of 
Environmental Monitoring 
Strategy 
 
Internal audit of water 
monitoring methodology 
against Australian Guidelines 
for Water Quality Monitoring 
and Reporting (2000) and its 
updates 
 

Monitoring report included in 
Project AER and Summary 
included in Compliance Report 

CEO  Overall Ongoing 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

During the reporting period, four monitor-
ing bores were installed on the western 
side of the operational footprint to monitor 
for potential changes in groundwater as-
sociated with the waste landform, mineral-
ised waste stockpile and the TSF.  Work 
also commenced on planning for addition-
al monitoring bores around the final waste 
landform footprints on the north and east-
ern sides of the operation.   

Background monitoring from these bores 
has been undertaken during 2013. 
Discharge of tails into the TSF only 
commenced in September 2013.   

839:M8.3 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall commence the water quality monitoring 
required by 8-2 before ground disturbing activities in order to 
collect baseline data 

Implementation of 
Environmental Monitoring 
Strategy 
 
Internal audit of groundwater 
and surface water monitoring 
program 
 

Monitoring report included in 
Project AER and Summary 
included in Compliance Report 

CEO  Pre-
constructi
on  

Before ground 
disturbing 
activities. 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

During the reporting period, four monitor-
ing bores were installed on the western 
side of the operational footprint to monitor 
for potential changes in groundwater as-
sociated with the waste landform, mineral-
ised waste stockpile and the TSF.  Work 
also commenced on planning for addition-
al monitoring bores around the final waste 
landform footprints on the north and east-
ern sides of the operation.   
 
Background monitoring from these bores 
has been undertaken during 2013.  Dis-
charge of tails into the TSF only com-
menced in September 2013.   
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839:M8.4 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall submit annually the results of monitoring 
required by condition  8-2 to the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

Written submission of results 
within the annual compliance 
reports 
 
 

Correspondence with OEPA  
Monitoring report included in 
Project AER and Summary 
included in Compliance Report 

CEO  Overall Compliance 
Report – Annually 
by 24 December 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Four water samples from the newly 
installed Monitoring bores were analyzed
during the reporting period.  A summary of 
results obtained are provided in the CAR. 

839:M8.5 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

In the event that monitoring required by condition 8-2 
indicates that the requirements of condition 8-1 are not being 
met, the proponent shall: 1. report such findings to the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority within 21 days of the decline in water 
quality being identified; 2. provide evidence which allows 
determination of the root cause of the decline in water 
quality; and 3. if determined to be a result of activities 
undertaken in implementing the proposal, state the actions 
and associated timelines proposed to be taken to remediate 
the water quality. 

Preparation of report as per 
criteria and submit to OEPA 
within 21 days. 
  
Internal review of monitoring 
results against criteria outlined 
in condition 8.1 
 

Report outlining the water 
quality change, potential 
causes and corrective actions 
taken 

CEO  Overall No later than 21 
days of the 
decline in water 
quality being 
identified. 

Not required at 
this stage 

Discharge into the TSF only commenced 
in September 2013 and therefore 
monitoring conducted during the reporting 
period is background monitoring only.   

839:M8.6 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall, on approval of the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection 
Authority, implement the actions identified in 8-5 (3) and 
continue to implement such actions until the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 
determines that the remedial actions may cease. 

Implement the actions 
identified in 8-5 (3)  

Correspondence with OEPA CEO  Overall On approval of the 
CEO 

Not required at 
this stage 

Discharge into the TSF only commenced 
in September 2013 and therefore 
monitoring conducted during the reporting 
period is background monitoring only.   

839:M8.7 
 

Groundwater 
and Surface 
Water Quality 

The proponent shall make the monitoring reports required by 
condition 8-2 publicly available in a manner approved by the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority 

1. In accordance with Proposal 
Implementation Monitoring 
Section – Fact Sheet 1 – Draft 
- Making Documents Publicly 
Available, unless otherwise 
instructed by the CEO; 2. 
Adherence to a condition in a 
Statement requiring public 
availability of documents must 
occur within 14 days of 
submission of the documents 
to the CEO; and 3. 14 days 
from the date of making 
documents publicly available, 
proponents shall provide 
evidence to the CEO to 
confirm that advertising or 
lodgement on website has 
been completed. In 
accordance with CAP 

Document available on 
website (and letter to CEO to 
confirm) 
 
Copy of Document to DEC 
Library and PIMB (OEPA) 

CEO  Overall Within 14 days of 
submission  

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Results from water monitoring conducted 
throughout the year will be included in the 
sites annual reporting requirements due in 
January 2014.  The annual report is 
submitted to the DMP electronically via 
their online submission process.  Once 
submitted this information is publically 
available,  

839:M9.1 
 

Rehabilitation The proponent shall undertake progressive rehabilitation 
over the life of the proposal to achieve the following 
outcomes:  
1. The waste material landforms and tailings storage facility 
shall be non-polluting and shall be constructed so that their 
stability, surface drainage, resistance to erosion and ability to 
support local native vegetation are similar to undisturbed 
natural analogue landforms as demonstrated by Ecosystem 
Function Analysis or other methodology acceptable to the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority.  
2. Waste material landforms, tailings storage facility and 
other areas disturbed through implementation of the proposal 
(excluding mine pits), shall be progressively rehabilitated with 
vegetation composed of native plant species of local 
provenance (defined as seed or plant material collected 
within the Great Victoria Desert Bioregions 1 and 2).  
3. The percentage cover and species diversity of living self 
sustaining native vegetation in all rehabilitation areas shall be 

Implementation of Operational 
Management Strategy, 
Tailings Environmental 
Management Strategy and 
Conceptual Closure and 
Rehabilitation Management 
Strategy (and approved future 
revisions) 
 
Internal audit of rehabilitation 
and closure activities and 
records 
 
Correspondence with OEPA 
and DEC on Monitoring 
Strategy 
 
Analysis of monitoring  
data 

Rehabilitation Records 
 
Annual Mine Plan 
 
Map and photos of 
rehabilitation 
 
Rehabilitation Monitoring 
Records 

CEO DEC Overall Ongoing 
 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Rehabilitation commenced along the Pinjin 
Corridor in facilities no longer required 
including borrow pits, turkey nests, 
laydown areas and flycamps.   
 
As construction activities within the 
operational area and process water supply 
borefield were completed in 2013, 
rehabilitation opportunities within these 
areas were limited.   
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comparable to that of undisturbed natural analogue sites as 
demonstrated by Ecosystem Function Analysis or other 
methodology acceptable to the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority.  
4. No new species of weeds (including both declared weeds 
and environmental weeds) shall establish in the area as a 
result of the implementation of the proposal.  
5. The coverage of weeds (including both declared weeds 
and environmental weeds) within rehabilitated areas shall be 
no greater than the average of three reference sites on 
nearby land, with the reference sites to be chosen in 
consultation with the Department of Environment and 
Conservation. Note:  The methodology for Ecosystem 
Function Analysis is set out in Tongway DJ and Hindley 2004 
Landscape Function Analysis – Procedures for Monitoring 
and Assessing Landscapes, Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial  
Research Organisation Sustainable Ecosystems, Canberra. 

839:M9.2 
 

Rehabilitation Rehabilitation activities shall continue until such time as the 
requirements of condition 9-1 are met, and are demonstrated 
by inspections and reports to be met, for a minimum of five 
years following mine completion to the satisfaction of the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, on advice of the Department of Mines 
and Petroleum 

Activities will continue until the 
M9.1 requirements are met for 
a minimum of 5 years 
 
Seek advice from DMP 
following mine completion. 

Rehabilitation records 
 
Rehabilitation Monitoring 
Records 
 
Correspondence with OEPA 
and DMP 
 

CEO DMP Overall Ongoing until the 
requirements of 
M9-1 are met for a 
minimum of 5 
years 

Compliant during 
the reporting 
period 

Rehabilitation activities commenced along 
the Pinjin Corridor during the reporting 
period.  Rehabilitation success in these 
areas will be audited during 2014.   

839:M10.1 
 

Final Closure 
and 
Decommissio
ning Plan 

At least five years prior to mine completion, the proponent 
shall prepare and submit a Final Closure and 
Decommissioning Plan to the requirements of the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, on advice of the Department of Mines 
and Petroleum 

Preparation of a Final Closure 
and Decommissioning Plan in 
accordance with criteria. 

Correspondence with OEPA 
approving the Plan 

CEO DMP Overall At least five years 
prior to mine 
completion 

Not required at 
this stage 

The site Mine Closure Strategy document 
is being transformed into an updated mine 
closure plan that is consistent with the 
2011 DMP guidelines 

839:M10.2 
 

Final Closure 
and 
Decommissio
ning Plan 

The Final Closure and Decommissioning Plan shall be 
prepared consistent with: 1. ANZMEC/MCA 2000, Strategic 
Framework for Mine Closure Planning; and 2. Department of 
Industry Tourism and Resources 2006 Mine Closure and 
Completion (Leading Practice Sustainable Development 
Program for the Mining Industry), Commonwealth 
Government, Canberra; 

Preparation of a Final Closure 
and Decommissioning Plan in 
accordance with criteria. 

Submit plan to CEO of OEPA 
and DMP Approval of Plan by 
OEPA. 

CEO DMP Overall At least five years 
prior to mine 
completion 

Not required at 
this stage 

The project is only in its second year of 
mining and first year processing.   

839:M10.3 
 

Final Closure 
and 
Decommissio
ning Plan 

The Final Closure and Decommissioning Plan shall provide 
detailed technical information on the following: 1. final 
closure of all areas disturbed through implementation of the 
proposal so that they are safe, stable and non-polluting; 2. 
decommissioning of all plant and equipment; 3. disposal of 
waste materials; 4. final rehabilitation of waste dumps; 
tailings storage facilities and other areas (outside the mine 
pit(s)); 5. Management and monitoring following mine 
completion; and 6.inventory of all contaminated sites and 
proposed management. 

Preparation of a Final Closure 
and Decommissioning Plan in 
accordance with criteria. 

Submit plan to CEO of OEPA 
and DMP.  Approval of the 
plan by OEPA. 

CEO DMP Overall At least five years 
prior to mine 
completion 

Not required at 
this stage 

The project is only in its second year of 
mining and first year processing.  .   

839:M10.4 
 

Final Closure 
and 
Decommissio
ning Plan 

The proponent shall close, decommission and rehabilitate 
the proposal in accordance with the approved Final Closure 
and Decommissioning Plan 

Implementation of the Final 
Closure and Decommissioning 
Plan 
 
Internal and external audits (as 
required) of the Final Closure 
and Decommissioning Plan 
 
 

Closure, rehabilitation and 
Decommissioning activities 
detailed in the Project AER 
and summary included in 
Compliance Report 

Min for Env  Overall Ongoing 
 

Not required at 
this stage 

The project is only in its second year of 
mining and first year processing.   
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839:M10.5 
 

Final Closure 
and 
Decommissio
ning Plan 

The proponent shall make the Final Closure and 
Decommissioning Plan required by conditions 10-1 and 10-2 
publicly available in a manner approved by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority 

1. In accordance with Proposal 
Implementation Monitoring 
Section – Fact Sheet 1 – Draft 
- Making Documents Publicly 
Available, unless otherwise 
instructed by the CEO; 2. 
Adherence to a condition in a 
Statement requiring public 
availability of documents must 
occur within 14 days of 
submission of the documents 
to the CEO; and 3. 14 days 
from the date of making 
documents publicly available, 
proponents shall provide 
evidence to the CEO to 
confirm that advertising or 
lodgement on website has 
been completed. 

Document available on 
website (and letter to CEO to 
confirm) 
 
Copy of Document to DEC 
Library and PIMB (OEPA) 

CEO  Overall Within 14 days of 
submission 

Not required at 
this stage 

The project is only in its second year of 
mining and first year processing.   
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28th June 2013 Ministerial Statement No 839 
  
 
 
Kim Taylor 
General Manager 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 
Locked Bag 33, Cloisters Square 
PERTH WA 6850 
 
 
Attn: Jake Culter 
 
 
Dear Kim, 
 
RE: Tropicana Gold Mine Ministerial Statement No 839 Condition 7.5 Fauna Trench 
Inspection Report 
 
As required by Condition 7.5 of Ministerial Statement No 839, please find attached a fauna trench 
inspection report for construction trenching activities associated with the Tropicana Gold Mine.  
The attached report has been developed by AngloGold Ashanti Australia Ltd on behalf of the 
Tropicana Joint Venture.   

Should you have any queries with the attached document or require further information please 
contact me on (08) 9265 2200 or via email tgpapprovals@anglogoldashanti.com.au.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Belinda Bastow 
Manager Sustainability/Compliance/Approvals 
ANGLOGOLD ASHANTI AUSTRALIA 

mailto:tgpapprovals@anglogoldashanti.com.au
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The Tropicana Gold Mine is located 330km east north east of Kalgoorlie in the Great Victoria 
Desert Biogeographic Region of Western Australia (Figure 1.1).  The project obtained approval 
under the WA Environmental Protection Act in October 2010 (Ministerial Statement No 839) and 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act in December 2010.  A 
copy of the Ministerial Statement is provided in Appendix 1.   
 
The Tropicana Gold Mine project (TGM) includes: 

• Operational area containing the pits, waste landforms, stockpiles, tailings storage facility, 
processing plant, village, aerodrome and other supporting infrastructure. 

• Infrastructure corridor including the access road and communications corridor linking the 
operational area to existing communications and road networks in Kalgoorlie. 

• Process water supply area providing the main processing water. 

 

   

Figure 1.1 Tropicana Gold Project Location 

Construction phase of the project is nearing completion and in accordance with Ministerial 
Statement No 839 Condition No 7.5, a report providing details of all fauna trench inspections 
conducted along the water pipelines and communication corridor is to be submitted to the 
Environmental Protection Authority.  This report has been developed by AngloGold Ashanti 
Australia on behalf of the Tropicana Joint Venture (AngloGold Ashanti Australian-70% and 
Independence Group-30%) to meet the requirement of that condition.   
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2 FAUNA TRENCH INSPECTION METHODOLOGY 
2.1 Inspection requirements  
Condition No 7 of Ministerial Statement No 839 relates to fauna trapped within open trenches and 
contained a number of sub-conditions.  Condition 7.1 required fauna inspections to be conducted 
twice a day (early morning and late afternoon) on all open trenches to clear any fauna trapped 
within the trench.  Condition 7.2 required personnel involved in the trench inspections to be 
appropriately trained in the identification, capture and handling of trapped fauna.  Conditions 7.3 
and 7.4 provided open trench design requirements including limiting lengths of open trench 
sections and ensuring fauna egress ramps were installed at least every 50m along the open 
trench.   
 
Condition 7.5 required the preparation of a report on fauna management within the pipeline and 
communication corridors at the completion of construction and specified that the report is to include 
details of all fauna inspections, the number of fauna cleared from the trenches, fauna mortalities 
and all actions taken.  The condition also requires this report be submitted within 21 days of 
pipeline installation completion.   
 
Trench inspections have been conducted along key infrastructure including the Pinjin Corridor, 
Kamikaze borefield (construction water), the processing plant construction area and within the 
process water supply borefields and access corridor.  These key locations are shown on Figure 
2.1.   
 

 

Figure 2.1 Key Trench Infrastructure Areas 
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2.2 Training program  
To ensure personnel involved in the fauna trench inspections were adequately trained, a fauna 
handling training program for the safe removal and handling of trapped fauna was developed 
during 2011 in conjunction with the 
training provider Polytech West.  
 
The training program was designed 
to meet DEC and EPA requirements 
as set out in Ministerial Condition No 
7.2 and was specifically developed 
for the TGM construction activities.  
 
The training program was rolled out 
to 27 personnel over four sessions 
throughout the construction period to 
personnel involved in the trench 
inspections along the Pinjin corridor, 
borefield pipeline and pipeline 
trenches within the operational area.   
 
Figure 2.2 shows trench inspection 
personnel attending the fauna 
handling training course.   
 
A copy of the training program was submitted to the OEPA on 6th February 2012 for approval.  An 
overview of the training program is provided in Appendix 2 and a list of all personnel who 
conducted the training course is provided in Appendix 3.   

2.3 Inspection methodology  

A procedure for excavation fauna inspection and trapped fauna removal was developed during 
2011 which outlined the process for the safe and humane removal of animals confined within 
excavations.  The procedure also addressed other potential fauna traps including open water 
bodies such as stormwater ponds or turkey’s nests and excavations containing mud or other 
slurries.   
 
The management requirements for open trenches as outlined in the procedure are provided in 
Table 2.1 while the process of conducting the trench inspections is provided in Figure 2.3.   

Table 2.1 Open Trenches management requirements 
Action Timing 
All excavations which are open for >24hrs are to be inspected for fauna before 
lowering of pipes or cables and prior to backfilling. 

During Construction 

Open trench lengths are not to exceed a length capable of being inspected 
and cleared by the fauna handling team within the required time limits (not 
more than 10km). Trenches will remain open for the minimum time practicable. 

During Construction 

All major pipeline or cable excavations are to be inspected twice daily for 
trapped fauna. This shall be undertaken as follows: 

• First clearing shall occur no later than three hours after sunrise; 
• Final clearing shall occur between the hours of 3pm and 6pm; and 
• During the day, where practicable (e.g. during extreme temperatures 

Twice daily when 
trenches are open 
Within 3 hours of 
sunrise 
Between 3pm-6pm. 
Midday during extreme 

Figure 2.2 Fauna Handling training Course 
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Action Timing 
or during periods of excavation and construction activities). 

• The inspection shall be conducted with one team member walking 
inside the inspection trench and the other on the surface. 

temperatures 

Structures/shelters are to be placed inside open excavations to enable fauna 
to shelter or escape. These shall be placed at not more than 50m intervals and 
at each end of the trench. The gradient must enable an animal to use the plus 
have not lips or obstacles. 

At all times when 
trenches are open 

 

 
Figure 2.3 Fauna Inspection and Removal Process 
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During the construction phase, trench inspections were conducted on over 62 excavations 
including trenches for pipelines, communication cables, electrical cabling and excavations for 
facility footings.   

2.4 Inspection Record Forms 

Detailed records of all inspections undertaken and fauna recovered during each inspection have 
been documented in a fauna trench inspection register containing information on: 

• Location  
• Date of inspection 
• Time of inspection (specifying time within 3hours of sunrise and between 3-6pm) 
• Name of person conducting inspection and the company they represent 
• Results of inspection including details of any fauna located 
• Fauna status (alive, injured, deceased) 

 
The register was updated on a daily basis to ensure all information obtained was accurately 
captured.   

3 TRENCH INSPECTION RESULTS 
The fauna trench inspection register contains records of 1,385 inspection days between May 2011 
and June 2013 with two inspections being conducted each day.  Inspections were only conducted 
outside of the required inspection times of dawn and dusk when the trench was being backfilled 
and an inspection prior to commencing backfilling activities was undertaken.   
 
Fauna was located within excavation areas on 61 of the inspection days with a total of 161 animals 
being recorded, 13 of which (8%) were found deceased.  The majority of the deceased animals 
were marsupials (mice).  Details of the animals recorded are provided in Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1.    

 
Table 3.1 Recorded Fauna 

Fauna group Fauna type Number recorded Status 
Reptiles Lizards 71 All alive and uninjured 

Dragons 21 All alive and uninjured 
Snakes 18 Two found deceased 

Skinks 15 Two found deceased 

Geckos 15 All alive and uninjured 

Amphibians Frogs 2 Both alive and uninjured 

Mammals Marsupials  14 Nine found deceased 

Kangaroos 1 (tracks only) Uninjured 

Dingo 1 (tracks only) Uninjured  

Birds Bee-eater 1 (nesting in wall of trench) Alive and uninjured 

Invertebrates Scorpion 2 Both alive and uninjured 
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Figure 3.1 Fauna recorded by type 
All fauna found alive and uninjured were either captured and successfully released into nearby 
bushland or were herded out of the trench via the fauna egress ramps.  Those fauna found dead 
were removed from the trench and buried in adjacent bushland.   
 
The majority of fauna were observed along the Pinjin Corridor and Kamikaze borefield pipeline 
construction corridors followed by the borefields pipeline and activities associated with the mine 
village excavations.  This may be due to the remote location of these facilities from more intense 
construction activity within the processing plant construction site, as well construction of the Pinjin 
corridor and Kamikaze pipelines being completed during the early phase of the construction period.   
 
During November 2012, a bushfire passed through the process water supply borefields area 
impacting on an extensive area of vegetation as shown in Figure 3.2.  The fire had a dramatic 
impact on fauna habitats in the vicinity of the borefields and fauna sightings within the trenches in 
this area were minimal post the fire event.  Photos from the fire event are provided in Figures 3.3 
and 3.4.   

 
Figure 3.2 Fire Affected Areas (2012 fire event) 
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Figure 3.3. Fire Affected Area in the borefields (November 2012) 

 
Figure 3.4 Fire affected area along borefields access corridor (November 2012) 

 
Photos of some of the fauna successfully captured and released are provided below.  Additional 
photos are provided in Appendix 4.  
  

  
Ctenophorous sp (Dragon    Stophurus sp (Gecko) 
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Jan’s Banded Snake (Simoselaps bertholdi)  Ctenotus sp. 

 
Burrowing Frog (Neobatrachus sp) 

 

  
Pogona sp (Dragon)    Thorny Devil (Moloch horridus) 
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Sand monitor (Varanus sp)   Smooth knob-tailed gecko (Nephurus sp) 

 

 
Wongai ningaui     Notomys sp. 

 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
The fauna trench inspections undertaken for the Tropicana Gold Mine construction activities were 
carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ministerial Statement Condition No 7.  The 
majority of fauna located within the trenches were found alive and uninjured and were successfully 
released with only 8% of the recorded fauna found deceased.   
 
This report documents the results of all the trench inspections conducted during the projects 
construction phase to meet the requirements of Ministerial Statement Condition No 7.5.   
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APPENDIX 1: TROPICANA GOLD MINE 
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT NO 839 
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APPENDIX 2: FAUNA HANDLING TRAINING COURSE OUTLINE 
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APPENDIX 3: LIST OF TRAINING COURSE ATTENDEES 
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APPENDIX 4: ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF RECORDED ANIMALS 
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Tiliqua multifasciata   Notomys sp - deceased 

 

 
Strophurus sp.    Ants capitalising on disturbed  

  soil in trench walls. 
 

  
Thorny Devil    Legless lizard (Lialis burtonis)  
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Legless Lizard (Lialis sp)  Jans banded Snake (Simoselaps bertholdi) 

 

  
Dragon     Strophurus elderi sp 

 

  
Lerista sp.      Notomys sp. 
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 Bush cockroach  Diplodactylus granariensis 
 

 
Snake track in trench 
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